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Liturgy of the Word 
 

Prelude 
 
Welcome/Announcements 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

Opening Carol                Once in Royal David’s City        Gather 380, v. 1, 2, 5 

 

A Service of Lessons & Carols 
The Fourth Sunday of Advent  

                             
Sunday, December 18, 10:15 am 

St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church 
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Lighting of the Advent Candle 

Watch and wait for Christ’s coming. 
Light candles of hope, peace, joy, and love, remembering the promises of God with prayer. 

 

We light this candle in hope. 
We light this candle for peace. 
We light this candle in joy. 
We light this candle with love. 

 
Bidding Prayer 

Dear People of God: In the season of Advent, it is our responsibility and joy to prepare ourselves to hear 
once more the message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see the Son of God lying in a manger. 
 

Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose from the time of our rebellion 
against him until the glorious redemption brought to us by his holy Child Jesus, and let us look forward to 
the yearly remembrance of his birth with hymns and songs of praise. 
 

But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world, for peace and justice on earth, for the unity and 
mission of the Church for which he died, and especially for his Church in our country and in this city. 
 

And because he particularly loves them, let us remember in his name the poor and helpless, the cold, the 
hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those who mourn, the lonely and unloved, the aged and little 
children, as well as all those who do not know and love the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and that whole multitude which no one can 
number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in Jesus, we are one for evermore. 
 

The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and to the fellowship of 
the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

 

The First Lesson                                                                                    Genesis 3:1-15 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made. He said to the 
woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” The woman said to the serpent, “We 
may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is 
in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’” But the serpent said to the woman, 
“You will not die; for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil.” 
 

So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the 
tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her 
husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were 
naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. They heard the sound of 
the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid 
themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 
 

But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” He said, “I heard the sound of you in 
the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” 
 

He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not 
to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I 
ate.” Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The 
serpent tricked me, and I ate.” 
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The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and 
among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will 
put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike your head, and 
you will strike his heel.” 
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  Thanks be to God. 

 
Carol                            Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming                          Gather 373 

 

 

The Second Lesson                             Isaiah 40:1-11

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has 
served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins. 
 

A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for 
our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall 
become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall 
see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I 
cry?” All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades, 
when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; 
but the word of our God will stand forever. 
 

Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, 
herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” See, the 
Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before 
him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, 
and gently lead the mother sheep. 
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  Thanks be to God. 
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Anthem                Comfort, Comfort, Ye My People            Hymnal 67 
 
The Third Lesson                             Isaiah 7:10-15 

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as 
heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test. Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O 
house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord 
himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him 
Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Carol                                                                         Infant Holy, Infant Lowly           Gather 377 

     
 

 

The Fourth Lesson                                                          Micah 5:2-4 

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for 
me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. Therefore he shall give them 
up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the 
people of Israel. And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name 
of the Lord his God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth. 
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. Thanks be to God. 
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Carol                              O Little Town of Bethlehem            Gather 359 

 
 

 
The Fifth Lesson                              Luke 1:26-38 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin 
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he 
came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his 
words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for 
you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name 
him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him 
the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there 
will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to 
be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 
conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be 
impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to 
your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand as you are able. 

 
Anthem                    Mary, Did You Know?                     Lawry/Green 
 
The Sixth Lesson                      Matthew 1:18-25 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to 
Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband 
Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her 
quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the 
Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their 
sins.” All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: “Look, the virgin 
shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” When 
Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had 
no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 

 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Reflection                           The Rev. Kyle Carswell 
 

Please stand as you are able. 

 
Carol                         Angels, from the Realms of Glory           Gather 369 

 
 
 
The Peace            
 Priest The Peace of Christ be always with you. 

People And also with you. 
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Liturgy of the Table 
 
Offertory                  In the Bleak Midwinter                Rossetti/Cranham/Holst 

 
Please stand as you are able. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving                                                                           

Priest  The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Priest  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Priest  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Celebrant 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks and praise, because you 
sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and 
to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall 
come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, 
we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his 
appearing. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever 
sing this hymn to proclaim your glory: 
 

Sanctus 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,   
 Heaven and earth are full of your glory 

 Hosanna in the highest. 
 

 Blessed is he who comes in the Name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The Celebrant continues 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed 
are you for the birth of creation. Blessed are you in the 
darkness and in the light. Blessed are you for your promise to 
your people. Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and 
dreams. Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 
 

On the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took 
bread and gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat. This is my body, given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. We remember our 
new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your 
people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High, one God,  
now and forever. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Breaking of the Bread  

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 

 
Communion     

You do not need to be a member of this church or of any church to receive communion. 
 

To receive the sacrament, come forward and stand or kneel at the rail. The wine is received by intinction, by dipping the wafer into the bowl. 
Please let the clergy know if you require a gluten-free wafer. 

To indicate that you would prefer a blessing only, cross your arms across your chest. 
 

If you are unable to come forward, please notify an usher and the sacrament will be brought to you. 
 

Please stand as you are able. 

 
Music at Communion           Love Came Down At Christmas              Ringwald 
 
Prayer after Communion 

God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will be fed with good 
things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name. Amen. 

 
Blessing 
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Closing Carol                     The First Nowell                   Gather 388, v. 1 , 2, & 6 

 

 

Dismissal 

Deacon Go forth now to do the work God has given us to do. 
People We will with God’s help. 
 

Postlude 

 

Please join us following worship on Sunday for coffee & fellowship in the Parish Hall. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CCLI License #2822170 + 20755226 + OneLicense # A703372 
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Presider/Preacher 

The Rev. Kyle Carswell 
 

Deacon 

The Rev. Jeanie Smith 
 

Organist 

Don Agee 
 

Acolytes 

James Halbrook, Sophia Halbrook, Amelia Bylund 
 

Chalice Bearer 

Mary Crandell 
 

Lectors 

Peggy George, Marshall Little, Dan Montgomery,  

Elsie Faber, Nina Kramer 

Oblation Bearers 

Lexi Faber, Rosemary McKinney 
 

Ushers 

Scott Andrews, Matt Faber 
 

Altar Guild 

Marty Wells 
 

Livestream Coordinator 

Neil Guy 
 

Offering Counters 

Larry Anderson, Chris Bice 
 

Vestry Representative 

Liz Brennan

 

 

 

 

 
 

     The Angel Tree & 
St. Timothy’s Faith & Food Fund 

 

Once again, we “adopted” 6 families to purchase gifts for and once 

again, your generosity is evident around our altar today. Thanks to all 

who shopped, wrapped, and brought their gifts today. 

 

Financial gifts will help fund this effort and our Faith & Food Fund, 

which allows us to assist individuals with immediate needs 

throughout the year. If you would like to help support this ministry 

financially, you can do so at: sttimothysiowa.org/donate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2nd OFFERING PARTNER 

MINISTERS OF THE SERVICE 

https://sttimothysiowa.org/giving/
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THE COMING WEEK 
 

Monday, December 19 

   1 pm Casserole Baking 
   6:30 pm Scouts 
    

Wednesday, December 21 
   7 pm Service of Remembrance & Hope 
 

Thursday, December 22 

   9:30 am Bible Study  

   
 

 

 

 
 
 
Saturday, December 24 
   5 pm Christmas Eve Service with Pageant 
   9 pm Traditional Christmas Eve Service 
    

Sunday, December 25 
   10:15 am Christmas Day Service 
 

Monday, December 26 thru 
Friday, December 3o 
Church offices closed  
 
   

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

For those celebrating a birthday: Eli Burkhiser Reynolds, Mark Marshall, Barb Segelke, & Tim Whipple; 
 

For those celebrating an anniversary: Nasa & Uzo Okpokiri, Julie & John McKinney and Sarah & Clayton Bunch. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMING UP 
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Christmas Eve Service with Pageant 
Saturday, December 24  |  5 PM 

At our early Christmas Eve Service, our children will tell the Christmas story through a 
pageant. All children present on Christmas Eve will be welcome to participate, even if 
they haven’t been present for a rehearsal! 
 

Traditional Christmas Eve Service 
Saturday, December 24  |  9 PM 

Our later service will ring in the joy of Christmas with carols led by a full choir 
and instrumentalists, the reading of the Christmas story from Luke’s Gospel, 
communion, and concluding with the traditional singing of “Silent Night” by 
candlelight. 
 

Christmas Day Service 
Sunday, December 25  |  10:15 AM 

In-person only; no livestream available. No Christian formation this Sunday. 
 

New Year’s Day Service 
Sunday, January 1  |  10:15 AM 

No Saturday service on the 31st 
 

On New Year’s Day, we will conduct our service using the Book of Common Prayer rather than a bulletin. Come 
crack open that red book in the pews as we continue our celebration of the Christmas season. No Christian 
formation this Sunday. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Epiphany Celebration 
Sunday, January 8  |  10:15 AM 

Start the year off right by celebrating the arrival of the magi at Epiphany. 
After our worship service, we will gather for a potluck meal in the Parish 
Hall. There will be Epiphany-related activities for children, including 
crafts, cookie decorating, and chalking the door. 
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CHRISTMAS AT ST. TIMOTHY’S 

IN 2023 
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